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APHIS regulates the import of agricultural 
commodities into the United States

APHIS regulates the import of agricultural commodities into the 
United States to protect the health and value of America's 
agriculture. These commodities include live plants, plant 

cuttings, seeds, cut flowers and greenery, fruits and vegetables, 
pest organisms, soil, wood products, and related items. 



Plant and Plant Product 
Imports

I Want To…..Import plant and plant product 
into the United States

Use our guidelines below to make sure you’re 
importing safely and legally and help the 
proves go smoothly



How To Import 
Plants and Plant 
Products into the 
United States

Dftdrt Import Requirements vary depending 
on the specific commodity and country of origin…



Import a Plant or Plant Product into the U.S
✓ How To Request Access to U.S. Markets

✓ Importing Plants or Plant Products for 

Experimental, Therapeutic, or 

Developmental Purposes

✓ Wood Packing Material ISPM 15 

Compliance

✓ File a Lacey Act Declaration

✓ Types of Phytosanitary Treatments

✓ Import Federal Orders for Emergencies

✓ Working with Plant Inspection Stations



I Want To…..

Use our guidelines below to make sure 
you’re importing safely and legally and 
help the proves go smoothly



Notify the U.S of  an Importing 
Approved Shipment of Plants and 
Plant Products



Working With 
Plant Inspection 

Stations for 
Propagative Plant 

Shipments



• Non propagative commonly imported, inspected by CBP, and treatment 
overseen by PPQ

• Cucurbits require COE treatment for khapra beetle

• Cumin-FNW Asphodelus fistulosus and khapra beetle

• Propagative plant material commonly imported, inspected by PPQ

• Limonium sp 
• Abelmoschus 

esculentus (SEEDS)
• Daucus carota (SEEDS)
• Momordica charantia 

(SEEDS)
• Solanum melongena 

(SEEDS)

• Cordyline sp ( ROOTED 
PLANT)

• Hibiscus moscheutos 
(SEEDS)

• Hibiscus sabdariffa (SEEDS)
• Amaryllis sp (BULB)
• Cleome hassleriana (SEEDS)

CBP and PPQ Cooperation



Working With 
Plant Inspection 

Stations

Plant Protection and Quarantine ensures 
imported plants and propagative material 
are free of USDA-regulated pests and 
diseases and meet U.S. plant health import 
standards before the shipment is released 
to the importer. 

When shipments containing live plants or 
propagative material arrive in the United 
States, U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
transfers those shipments to an APHIS 
plant inspection station for inspection. 



Molecular Diagnostics
Pelargonium from approved 
growers for Ralstonia 
solanacearum race 3, biovar 2

• Herbaceous cuttings

• Tissue culture

• Plants in growing media

• Bulbs

• Seeds

Orchids established in media

Bonsai plants-containerized 



USDA Holds

APHIS PPQ and CBP work in partnership to minimize pest risks and 
prevent the spread of plant pests and animal diseases.

• CBP inspectors…

• Verify a shipment has the appropriate entry documentation 

• If there is a risk of a plant pest or disease, place that shipment on 
a USDA hold until they can inspect it more thoroughly or forward 
on to PIS for inspection.



Pest Identification in the Disciplines 

• Botany

• Entomology

• Pathology

• Molecular Ralstonia RPA

Pathway

• Maritime

• Air cargo

• Mail

• Express Courier

• Passenger

• Domestic detection

Quarantine & Pest Contamination

# of Quarantine Interceptions (All Areas) 1718
# of Non-quarantine Interceptions (All Areas)1177



Approved chemical treatments:
• fumigants
• dips
• sprays

Phytosanitary Treatments

Nonchemical treatments:
• cold treatment 
• hot water immersion
• vapor heat treatment 
• steam sterilization
• irradiation

Types of Treatment- Phytosanitary treatments can be chemical or nonchemical. 



Thank you
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